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Emelius Prawl Bangs is shown above as a successful businessman in the 1920©s in the Main St. 
office of Bangs Rapid Transfer Company.  

He started in the transportation field when he and Sam Neff built the tugboat "Ajax" in 1870 
which ran the lakes and rivers until 1880 when it was dismantled. He also owned the paddlewheel 
steamer "K. M. Hutchinson" in 1886 but it was destroyed by fire in 1895. Needing a job, he oper-
ated the horse-drawn carousel at Eweco Park. 

Bangs Rapid Transit Company  -  1905
First National Bank Building ± Basement office space  
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Eweco Park, also called White City, was located just south of the present Oshkosh Country 
Club, which was the end of the line of the streetcar run by Eastern Wisconsin Electric Company. 
Eweco Park had a roller coaster, a dance pavilion and other amusements.  

When the Park closed for the winter, Mr. Bangs needed a means of making a living, and so he 
traded one of his horses for a wagon and parked the pair on the corner of Main St. and High Ave. 
where he advertised Livery Service at 5c and l0c a trip. One of his first steady customers hired him 
to take his company©s mail to and from the post office every day for 5c a trip. 

That©s how Bangs Rapid Transit got its start in 1895.  
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Business was good and in 1905, Mr. Bangs moved into a basement office space in the First         
National Bank Building on the corner of Main & Washington Streets.  He shared a desk with Harmon 
Insurance Agency.  Rent was $10.00 per month.   

Mr. Bangs stayed at this location until 1907.
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In 1910, the business moved to 78 Main St. above Klemmer Bros. Harness shop.  Rent was 
$6.00 a month.  In 1911, he purchased property on Bay St. from Clara Wildermuth for $500.00 and 
built a barn for his 13 horses.  In 1919, they moved the office to 64 Main St., at the corner of        
Otter St.
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The method of transportation changed to motor car, and in 1915 the company bought a    
5-passenger Ford for $730, a Studebaker for $700, and the following year a Hudson for 
$1,300. In 1917 they bought a Packard and a Reo. During this period the company name 
changed to Bangs Transfer & Taxi.  
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Emelius P. Bangs died in 1930 and was succeeded by his son Fred L. Bangs, whose wife Amanda 
worked part-time for the firm. In 1923 the last move of Bangs Transfer & Taxi was to 52 State St. and 
the name changed to E. P. Bangs Trucking Co. John F. Bangs, Sr. worked for his father, Fred, from 
1947 -1981. The door closed Sept 1,1981 ending 80+ years of  ªAlways Moving". 

The information in this chapter was provided through the courtesy of John Bangs, Sr. who            
allowed us to re-print portions of his personal files.  
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